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time for the novehy 1©o have wom off,
there've been no disappointments
“It's getting better all the time," he said,

Driving This “New" Dodge

Saying that the Dodee acts lke o new
car is '|'|1.'I[|'|L'T A1 o eTsEIEn e nt nor 4 ney-
elation. It had trmed 10,000 miles not
long before T gat behind the wheel, so
the best way 1o look at it s as o test drive
in a1 one-year-old Dodge that's sitting on
a usedd car lotin 1957,

The First thing | doowhen 1 get imo the
driver's seal is make a fool of myself by
grabbing for the Dodge’s shifter, despite
the fact that it's not there, What makes
thiat even more eimbarrassing s hat Jim
Pendlebury and [ had been alking about
the push-buttons just moments carlier
bt since [ dhid put i few midles o a 19560
Dod e four-door o number of vears back
and that one was o threespeed on the
column, 1 explain my error by chalking
it up o old habis

With that linle fux pas behind me, the
car and everything about it are Gimiliar,
right down to the axled, sort of blocky An
Deco lettering style on the dashboarnd
The controls-might give a modem driver
pause, but combined with the pauges,
it's i good lvout, Severil owners of 1959
Dolges complained in the M repon
abont the steering wheel's position and
the: hiom ring. Clviner, 100, commented
that the top of the ring was in line with
the driver’s view of the speedometer,
but either Dodge changed those femunes
between the two model vears or ['m not
the right height to find the problems. |
chicdn't even notice the horm ving and 1o
me, the wheel's position seems fine fora
midl- 1950k car:

| remember appreciating that four
door's driving position. Nobody would
miskikee it for that of a modern car (or
even i sort-of modern cark, but the high
seat and the big steering wheel il toeether
well enough that a long trdp in a Dodge
likes this isn'ta chore, I there's a crilicism
o be muacle hene, it's thar there’s absolutely
o Eteral support. but that could be said
about the seat in nearly any cir from the
1950,

Besides, this was buile for the high-
ways dand the open roads. It wasn't built
for rallying and few who bought Dodees
in 1956 were likely to push them hard
enough that they'd slide around in the
seal, That leads o another point alwou
baanclling. Chirysler's power seering in the
fearune car's era and into the 19708 comees
in for some nasty comments hecause of
its nesrly nonexistent road feel or lack
of resistance, but in tenus of the carlier
maodels, that'’s something 've never quite

aprecd with. True, it's absolutely nothing
Ik thee poswer steering of the last 15 or so
vears, but adjusting o it redquires only a
few miles

The feature caris the best opponunity
oy evaluate the steering that v hacl
since it can’t be very worn with 10,000
mibes show inge. Pushing that [ button
redeasing the handbrike and heading o
on a well-surfaced two-lane highway,
I'm reminded how easily the Dodge could
be wp 1o speed, but there's oo need o
sham ol

Still, 55 comes up guickly. Once there,
the steering is light, Pt so lighn e
it's hard to keep from turning the wheel

| was able w0 drive more than a mile with
oul any comecting betore the crown
pushed the car stightly w the rght. We
werer still at 55, so that tells me how tght
the front end really is

O comarses. af 53, it"s ailso very cear thest
the Dochee has 2 lot beft Without evien a
single slow-moving wractor-tmiler w b
passed, it's tough wo rmionalize really
stepping on il On the other hand, a li
the stepping on i is fine and the dual
exhausts do have a nice sound

They aren't loud, though, and e
Jore wouldn't do much o hide nobses in
ther car;, i there were any 10 be heand in
e first b
and should be guiet and tight, but i's
tlsora harctop and it's nearly 50 vears

N, 1S .Il.il]l o i L L

oldl, Ir's less rigicd than o sedan and no
matter how well s been protected, it
seemms fike soimething shonld have dried
shrunken or solidified in all thar tine
Apparently, none of thae has happened
Thesre s o TWskses

S0, are there any Galts in thias car?

Well, the clear plastic seal covers Cwith
[||'|-'ri' |,:".||.1|.'||| Of tiny radsed |"||||]_|'|"\- IS
toderable, although U ber thar Nd have a

lol more to sav abons them i T'd deven

The trunk is substantial and, like the rest o
the gar, shows almosl no wear,

the Dodge on a very hot or very cold
day, They're contemporary but either
clenlerinstalled or aftermarket, so blam-
ing Chirvsler for whateyver they do 1o com-
fort wouldn't e Fulr

We can, owever, blame the Dodge'’s
designers Tor a lew prl]hlum,-._ Thie first
15 that scourge ol the 19505, the weap-
aroundd wincdshicldd, This one’s ot zs bad
as some, but the distomion is there. It
shows up in what 1'd call the lower thind
(o sob of the bend and isn't espectally
noticeable excepr occasionally when
passing opposing traffic. The car in the
other Line sometimes seems 10 jump, jist
enough o catch the driver's peripheral
vision und puke him jump

I remember that from the four-door,
just as | remember something else that
wits Tar more annagying, There's a lot of
clircnne confronting the ddver, whether
it's on the dashbonrd, the controls or
thie steering wheel. 1 conbess that I like
chirome, bt depending on the weather,
e of chay and direction of mmvel, chiances
e grooed that ar some time, the sun will
fage '.L'”l'l. tiecl ﬂ_{_':]ll! inte the driver's EVes

Bt mome of that s really much o com-
plain about, especially wihen taken as
pan of the whole package. | remember
something else from thar four-deor. It
wian't anvwhene nedr as nice and gquiet
as the feature car, bt it was both easy
ard pleasant o chrive for hours at a time.
I drewe this one [or less than 10 miles, but
F'd expect it to be every bit as well man-
IIl.'II"\.‘l:I'I"I = | f1 'IIII;.: |'|"||'|.I!'.l'.1 IS CAWTIHT 5 L‘Li'!"-
pience tells mee I'moright.

1 know they're comfortable,” John
Pencllelury said, “becaase 1 dove one all
the wav o Flornda ®

Whait more do we need ina car?

AUTO RESTORER ® FEBRUARY 2005 17




