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 giy e 1960 Dodge Dart D-500 miaht
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and Chrysler C i
Mode| ‘Orporation all offered a variety of reduced-size excepti
full_SiZZa0%2§S|de their traditionally longer, lower, and wider the sgr::enér:\gi]:éi ::tee?foc:jrgti Ress Ot geenially
evrolet Co‘rr\‘/g?- }he Comet and Ford Fglcon from FoMoCo; the At Chrysler, the Valiant vsaiasrg(ledptﬁwer C}:lltput.
€ 1960 g’f rom GM; and the Valiant and Dodge Dart. and Dodge dealers were given the Dartrouhg' }flymoyth geaer
; Drobably the b art was a revelation for Dodge dealers and in the sense that it was smaller than the,lW S e
Traditionall Deg'”n'ng of the decline of the Plymouth brand. base) Polara and Matador models but Waarge; (122—mCh_Wh'ee'.
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E Versiong o lrnes got larger-displacement and more-powerful had a shipping weight of 3,630 pounds. A DOdwe%e ba;‘;, en:
E e shared engine design. Model-year 1960 was an convertible like the one onlthese pages is 4/s—iné;h sh(a):;er 33::
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ab these images. While Rene loves to
ive the Dart, Thetford Mines is @ bit of a
aul, so he had trailered it down apd we
eren’t sure when we'd get to see itagain.

Despite now living in Canada, this

artis one of the 70,000-or-s0 produced
r the domestic market for the 1960
10del year. Rene found the car in Chicago
»me nine years before we encountered
this past July and was impressed then
y the rust-free condition of its body. He
redits that survival to its residence in
alifornia for most of its life. He took it
ome and subjected itto a restoration.
ince then, he’s put over 1,250 miles on it.

The Dart was an appropriate res-
oration subject for Rene, as his infatu-
ttion with automobiles dates to 1960.
4e’s a retired mechanic and a longtime
viopar enthusiast, having purchased a
4{emi-powered 1970 Dodge Charger R/T
n 1971 with only 18,000 miles on the
sdometer and kept it into the 21st century.
“hrysler Corporation was between the
~emi eras in 1960, but the interim 383-,
413-, and 440-cu.in. “wedge” engines, as
the B- and tall-deck RB-series big-blocks
were known, built a performance legend
of their own.

One aspect of that legend is the
further-downsized Plymouth and Dodge
cars of 1962-'63. Those Valiant-inspired,
angular designs proved highly polarizing
with the buying public, but were an amaz-
ing home for the powerful big-blocks. It's
probably a 1962 Dodge Dart that Mike
Love is singing about racing in his fuel-
injected Corvette Sting Ray in the Beach
Boys’ 1963 hit “Shut Down.” The other
end of the legend are the Chrysler Letter
Series cars of 1958-'65. The 1960 Dodge
Dart makes an interesting comparison
with its contemporary, the Chrysler 300F.

Motor Trend tested a 1960 Chrysler
300F two-door hardtop with a single-four-
barrel, 375-hp, 413-cu.in. engine in its
February issue, and Motor Life tested a
D-500 cross-ram 340-hp, 383-powered
Dodge Dart Phoenix four-door sedan that
same year. Both cars used Torqueflite 727
three-speed automatic transmissions con-
trolled with dashboard push-button gear
selectors and 3.31:1 final drive ratios. The
300F accelerated from 0 to 60 mph in 7.1
seconds, while the Dart made the same
dash in 7.8 seconds. With the 300F's 413
rated at 11.39 Ib/hp and 10.34 Ib/cu.in.
versus the Dart 383’s 10.62 Ib/hp and 9.43

Ib/cu.in. in a four-door sedan and 10.60
Ib/hp and 9.41 Ib/cu.in. in a two-door
hardtop, it would seem that the perfor-
mance figures are essentially equivalent,
with variations attributable largely to the
disproportionately heavy sedan body used
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n Motor Life’s test along with driver and track variations.

Such performance credentials mesh well with the Dart’s
sriking styling. All the Forward Look cars are handsome, but
by 1960 it seems all the kinks had been worked out, leading to
outstanding midcentury details throughout what is supposed to
be one of the entry-level Dodge products. Note, for example,
those complex wheel covers that extend so far out as to cover
the rim itself and not just the wheel center; the Space Age D-500
badge on the tail panel and the hidden fuel filler in the bumper
both suggest the burgeoning American fascination with the Space
Race, which had begun with the one-two punches of Sputnik and
then Telstar in 1957 and ’58; and the squared-off steering wheel
which, along with the swing-out, high-backed driver’s seat, was
praised by owners and period road testers for greatly improving
ease of ingress and egress. Once you're seated, exotic high-tech
pieces of futures now passed are everywhere: the power-steering
logo in the center of the wheel, the “Astrophonic” radio (which
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displays Cold War CONELRAD markings—a reminder of

" how the shadow of a Soviet attack hung over the daily lives of

Americans in the mid-20th century), and especially that exotic
clock directly in front of the driver, with a dot-shaped second
hand orbiting it like a tiny satellite.

Today, it’s interesting to compare the relative values of the
1960 Plymouth Fury, 1960 Dodge Dart Phoenix, and 1960
Chrysler 300F convertibles. As of this writing, purchasing a car
like the one on these pages will take in the neighborhood of
$50,000. Remarkably, a Fury convertible will seemingly be a
pricier buy today, requiring $60,000 or more. The 300F, mean-
while, remains the top of the heap, with an average value of
convertibles at nearly $130,000.

So, if you want Beach Boys-era performance, midcentury.
glamour, and a relative bargain, consider cross-shopping the Dodge
Dart Phoenix against that 300F you've been dreaming of. After all,
as Rene says, this car is a lot of fun to drive. =
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